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Kindly add the following new claims 18-37. 

— 18. An exterior sheathing element comprising: 
a main body having lateral sides; 

a first edge portion on said main body between said lateral sides, said first edge portion 

including an innerface channel; 

a second edge portion on said main body between said lateral sides and opposite said first 
edge portion, said second edge portion including an outerface channel; and 

a mounting tab: projecting from said second 1^ portion so as to be substantially co-planar 

with respect to said main body; and 

an overlapping section of said second SrT* portion located near at least one of said lateral sides 
of said main body, said overlapping section being free of said mounting tab and being adapted to be 
overlapped with a side of an adjoining second sheathing element so that said first edge portion and 
said second edge portion of the sheathing element engage the first edge portion and the second edge 
portion of the adjoining second sheathing element, respectively^ A *>9 


1 9 The sheathing element of claim 1 8,^reTnsa^SEc5 Bd edge p ^ rtianTilTldupted s adrthat 

■ ^ , %cn - .. A 

a first edge portion of an adjoining third sheathing element can engage at leaift onnufsaid second 
iedge portion of the sheathing element and the second edge portion of the adjoining second sheathingy 
element. ... • " 

20. The sheathing element of claim 18, wherein said lateral sides of said main body comprise 
an upper side and a lower side, wherein said upper side and said lower side are defined with respect 
to a position after the sheathing element has been overlapped with the adjoining second sheathing 
element, said overlapping section being located at said upper side of said main body. 
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repeating said positioning of the first sheathing element, said overlaying of the second 
sheathing element, said engaging of the first edge portion and the second edge portion of the second 
sheathing element with the first edge portion and the second edge portion of the first sheathing 
element, said positioning of the third sheathing element, and said fixing of the first sheathing element 
as necessary so as to sheath the support structure. 

I i 1 24. An exterior sheathing element comprising: 
^ a substantially planar main body having lateral sides and having ribs extending substantially 

parallel to said lateral sides, said ribs being located adjacent to one of said lateral sides of said main 
body; 

a first edge portion on said main body between said lateral sides, said first edge portion 
including an innerface channel; 

a second edge ponton on said main body between said lateral sides and opposite said first 
edge portion, said second edge portion including an outerface channel; and 

a mounting tab projecting from said second portion so as to be substantially co-planar 
with respect to said main body; and C^g. 9QW?r* &aO* AcSj?;S swo 0 ~jr<ifi< : A& qia^SL K 

an overlapping section of said second ojpd portion located near at least one of said lateral sides 
of said main body, said overlapping section being free of said mounting tab and being adapted to be 
overlapped with a side of an adjoining second sheathing element so that said first edge portion of the 
sheathing element is located within the innerface channel of the first edge portion of the adjoining 
second sheathing element, and so that the overlapping section of the second enrf portion of the 
adjoining second sheathing element is located within said outerface channel of the sheathing element^ ^ rW 


m>Yt thttt 


25 The ' Shmtliiwi clement of claim 31i /wherein s aid ii u trnd o tJgu pui tt uii in udaptad sw 

_ — r ZjbP*b& , - . . 

/a first edge portion of an adjoining third sheathing element can be-tngagcif ovo r at laoot one of said 

( second edge portion of the sheathing element and the second edge portion of ihe adjoining secondj 


\ sheathing element. 
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element, said positioning of the third sheathing element, and said fixing of the first sheathing element 
as necessary so as to sheath the support structure. 

28. An exterior sheathing element comprising: 

a substantially planar main body having lateral sides; 

a first edge portion on said main body between said lateral sides, said first edge portion 
including a longitudinal innerface channel; 

a second edge portion on said main body between said lateral sides and opposite said first 
edge portion, said second edge portion including a longitudinal outerface channel; and 

a mounting tab projecting from said second fn^fportion so as to be substantially co-planar 

with respect to said main bodyf^aad^"^ — — r ~ " " * ^ 

wherein one of said lateral sides of the sheathing element is adapted to be overlapped with a 
side of an adjoining second sheathing element so that a side portion of said first edge portion of the 
sheathing element is located within the innerface channel of the adjoining second sheathing element, 
and so that a side portion of the second edge portion of the adjoining second edge portion is located 
within said outerface channel of the sheathing element^ (\t^0 


c 


29. The sheathing element of claim 24^>Merem 



a first edge portion ol an adjoining third sheathing element can frea mg j mid ov m a i loaat onoof said 
second edge portion of the sheathing element and the second edge portion of the adjoining second 
sheathing element. 


3 0. The sheathing elem ent of claim 28, where inysaid mounting tab project^ 'from only a 
section of said second S^portion so as to form an overlapping section of said second fcnJ portion 
located near one of said lateral sides of said main body, wherein said overlapping section is free of 
■said mounting tab. J ~~ " — . 
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